Prayer of the Day

Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit
brings truth to the world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by
your truth, and give us language to proclaim your gospel, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading (alternate): Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the LorD came upon me, and he brought me out by
the spirit of the LOrRD and set me down in the middle of a valley;
it was full of bones. ?He led me all around them; there were very
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me,
“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, O Lord GobD, you
know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say
to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LorD. >Thus says the
Lord Gob to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and
you shall live. °I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you,
and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LorD.”

’So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I
prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones
came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had
covered them; but there was no breath in them. °Then he said to
me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the
breath: Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four winds,

O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 11
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into
them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house
of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost;
we are cut off completely.’ 1?Therefore prophesy, and say to
them, Thus says the Lord Gob: I am going to open your graves,
and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring
you back to the land of Israel. :3And you shall know that I am
the LorRD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your



graves, O my people. *I will put my spirit within you, and you
shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall
know that I, the LorD, have spoken and will act, says the LorD.”

... "Word of God, Word of Life.”
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Romans 8:22-27
22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor
pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves,
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we
wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. %*For in hope we
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for
what is seen? 2°But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait
for it with patience.

6L ikewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not
know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes
with sighs too deep for words. 2’And God, who searches the
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

... "Word of God, Word of Life.”
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
[Jesus said,] ?**When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to
you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the
Father, he will testify on my behalf. 2’You also are to testify
because you have been with me from the beginning.

16:4b0%T did not say these things to you from the beginning,
because I was with you. >But now I am going to him who sent
me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ ®But
because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your
hearts. “Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage



that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he
comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness
and judgment: ®about sin, because they do not believe in
me; %about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and
you will see me no longer; 'about judgment, because the ruler of
this world has been condemned.

12T still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear
them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you
into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak
whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are
to come. *He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine
and declare it to you. °All that the Father has is mine. For this
reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

...The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Prayers of Intercession

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let
us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good
news.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church universal, for its ministries, and for the
spread of the gospel. Shower your Spirit upon Sunday school
students, confirmands, and the newly baptized (especially). God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

For the earth, our precious home. We give thanks for the
diversity of plant and animal life on our planet. Empower us by
your Spirit to be wise and faithful stewards of all you have made.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.



For the nations and those who govern. Give those in authority
understanding hearts, that they work together to bring justice
and peace on earth. Grant all who vote in elections wisdom and
discernment. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

For those in need around the world: for victims of crimes, for
victims of sexual abuse and exploitation, for those who are
incarcerated. For all who suffer in any way those listed in our
bulletin and those we name in our hearts. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

For this congregation and its ministries: for those who plan and
lead worship, for acolytes and communion servers, for readers
and tech ministers, for all who prepare and clean our worship
space. May our worship be pleasing in your sight. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember the faithful departed. Give us thankful hearts for
those who have gone before us in the faith. At the last day,
breathe new life into our dry bones, that we might feast forever
with all the saints in light. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom
we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our
resurrected and living Lord.

Amen.



