Prayer of the Day

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving
you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed
all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Acts 10:44-48

4*While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who
heard the word. *°The circumcised believers who had come with
Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been
poured out even on the Gentiles, “*for they heard them speaking
in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 4/“Can anyone
withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received
the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to
stay for several days.

... "Word of God, Word of Life.”
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6

lEveryone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of
God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. ?By this
we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and
obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we
obey his commandments. And his commandments are not
burdensome, “for whatever is born of God conquers the world.
And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. *Who is
it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is
the Son of God?

%This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not



with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the
Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.

... "Word of God, Word of Life.”
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel: John 15:9-17
[Jesus said:] °“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you;
abide in my love. °If you keep my commandments, you will
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments
and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

12"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I
have loved you. 3No one has greater love than this, to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends. *You are my friends if you do what I
command you. '°I do not call you servants any longer, because
the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have
called you friends, because I have made known to you everything
that I have heard from my Father. ®You did not choose me but I
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will
last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my
name. 7T am giving you these commands so that you may love
one another.”

...The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Prayers of Intercession

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let
us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good
news.

A brief silence.



Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church
with the gifts of your Spirit and give understanding hearts to
those who strengthen our commitments with our ecumenical and
interreligious partners. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your
creation, that habitats and every kind of living thing might
flourish. Protect endangered species and help us to care for all
your creatures. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and
vision to world leaders, that they may seek justice, peace, and
the good of all. Strengthen international partnerships and
cooperation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially
those afflicted by anxiety, depression, and mental illness. Help us
to be conduits of your love in our care for one another. (We pray
especially for . . . .) God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the
ministries of this congregation (ministries may be named), that
we may embody your love for the world. Inspire those who plan
and lead worship, council members, committee members, and
volunteers. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for
those who have gone before us (especially). At the last, bring us
all together around your heavenly banquet table. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom
we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our
resurrected and living Lord.

Amen.



