Prayer of the Day

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and
guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal
us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Acts 4:5-12
>The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in
Jerusalem, ®with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. "When
they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired,
“By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter,
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and
elders, °if we are questioned today because of a good deed done
to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been
healed, %let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of
Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God
raised from the dead. ''This Jesus is
‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;

it has become the cornerstone.’
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”

... "Word of God, Word of Life.”
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24
1®We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for
us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. 1"How
does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and
sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?

18| jttle children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth
and action. °?And by this we will know that we are from the truth



and will reassure our hearts before him 2°whenever our hearts
condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows
everything. ?'Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have
boldness before God; 2?and we receive from him whatever we
ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases
him.

23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the
name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has
commanded us. ?*All who obey his commandments abide in him,
and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us,
by the Spirit that he has given us.

... "Word of God, Word of Life.”
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel: John 10:11-18

[Jesus said:] "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep. ?The hired hand, who is not the
shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and
leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand
does not care for the sheep. *I am the good shepherd. I know
my own and my own know me, **just as the Father knows me
and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. °I
have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one
flock, one shepherd. ’For this reason the Father loves me,
because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 8No one
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have
received this command from my Father.”

...The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ.



Prayers of Intercession

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let
us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good
news.

A brief silence.

Shepherding God, gather your church whenever we wander from
you and one another. Empower our church in ministries around
the world to worship and serve alongside global companions as
equal partners and coworkers in the gospel. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Nurturing God, preserve the health of biomes and ecosystems.
Inspire scientists, researchers, conservation organizations, and all
people entrusted with the task of caring for creation, that we may
be better stewards of the world around us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, lead nations and communities to share resources,
cooperate in solving conflicts, and listen to the wisdom of
Indigenous peoples. Help all those with power to share it and to
use such power for good. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, protect the very young and the very old, those living
without housing, victims of domestic abuse, and all who live with
chronic illness or compromised immune systems. Guide
communities to actively care for people who are vulnerable. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, help this and all communities of faith to listen for
your voice. Call us away from things that distract us from
following you. Invite us to more deeply love and serve people
who are lonely, isolated, and on the margins. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Living God, we give thanks for our ancestors in faith (including
Anselm of Canterbury and all who labored to help generations
understand the good news of the gospel). Strengthen us to share
the good news in our own day. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom
we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our
resurrected and living Lord.

Amen.



