Prayer of the Day

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice
moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform
us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the
earth, “the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the
face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of
the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was
light. “And God saw that the light was good; and God separated
the light from the darkness. >God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.

... "Word of God, Word of Life.”
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Acts 19:1-7

!While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior
regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some

disciples. °He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when
you became believers?” They replied, "No, we have not even
heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then
were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” “Paul
said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the
people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is,
in Jesus.” °0On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus. ®*When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy
Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and
prophesied—’altogether there were about twelve of them.



... "Word of God, Word of Life.”
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Mark 1:4-11

“John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. >And people
from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. ®Now John was clothed
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. "He proclaimed, “The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

°In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan. °And just as he was coming up
out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. !And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

...The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Prayers of Intercession
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for
God’s blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Inspire wisdom and a spirit of proclamation in your church, God

of forgiveness. Uplift leaders (church leaders may be named) to

share the truth of your word in community. Encourage us to live
into the promises of baptism, working for justice and peace in all
the world. God of grace,

receive our prayer.



Renew your creation, God of thunder and mighty waters. Restore
the rivers in which your children are baptized. May fields flourish
and grow. Summon the stewards and caretakers of the land to
cherish your good works. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Give strength to your leaders, God who is present in every
country and community. Raise up leaders committed to equity
and healing. Grant them discernment and compassion as they
lead in love. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Protect and cherish the most vulnerable among us, God of
strength. Accompany those separated from family or hurting from
broken relationships. Shelter our unhoused neighbors and any
experiencing poverty. Protect those incarcerated in prisons and
detention centers. Care for the sick and suffering especially those
listed in our bulletin and those we name in our hearts. God of
grace,

receive our prayer.

Encourage this congregation, God who calls and sends disciples.
Guide us in accompanying, learning from, and serving our
neighbors on the margins, following the example of Jesus. God of
grace,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Trusting the assurance of the Holy Spirit, we remember all who
have died and rest in God’s care. Give hope to those who grieve
even as we rest in your eternal promise of resurrection. God of
grace,

receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers
and the silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior,
Jesus Christ.

Amen.



