WORSHIP READINGS

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A. The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray together.

C. Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through
your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: ISAIAH 49:1-7

1] jsten to me, O coastlands,
pay attention, you peoples from far away!
The LorD called me before I was born,
while I was in my mother’s womb he named me.
2He made my mouth like a sharp sword,
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow,
in his quiver he hid me away.
3And he said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”
4But I said, “I have labored in vain,
I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my cause is with the LORD,
and my reward with my God.”
>And now the LORD says,
who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him,
and that Israel might be gathered to him,
for I am honored in the sight of the LORD,
and my God has become my strength—
%he says,
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to restore the survivors of Israel;
I will give you as a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

’Thus says the LORD,
the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations,
the slave of rulers,
“Kings shall see and stand up,
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
because of the LoRrRD, who is faithful,
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

R:  Word of God, word of life. C. Thanks be to God.



PSALM (CAROLYN SINGS) PSALM 40:1-11

! love to do your will, O my God, O my God.
Psulm 40:8
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only,
SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-9

1Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother
Sosthenes,

2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ
Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

41 give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has
been given you in Christ Jesus, >for in every way you have been enriched in
him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—®just as the testimony of Christ
has been strengthened among you—’so that you are not lacking in any spiritual
gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ. °God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

R. The word of the Lord. C. Thanks be to God.



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A.

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in
need.

A brief silence.

A.

Put a new song in the mouth of your church. Inspire the baptized to tell of your
faithfulness, sharing the good news of your salvation throughout the earth.
Bless the witness of missionaries (synodical mission starts and missionaries
supported by the congregation may be named). Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

The waters of baptism call us into life in the Spirit. Preserve the world’s waters:
protect them from pollution, support plants and animals who depend on
them, and bring rain in places of drought. Guide us in protecting local
waterways (especially) and in responding to devastating floods. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

In Jesus you are the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Show
your mercy to all nations. Direct leaders to do your will; fill governing bodies
with righteousness; equip judges with discernment and compassion. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

You incline your ear to all who cry to you. Draw near to individuals and
communities suffering violence, injustice, iliness, or poverty. Hide them in the
shadow of your hand and make us signs of your faithfulness to all in need. We
pray especially for Gayle, Joan, Laurie, David, Lynne, Robert, Kellie, Sharon,
and Judy, Denny, Ellen, Fran, Keri, Arlene, Gliceria, Amy, Brian, Kay, Astro,
Sandy, Bill’s family, Sue, and the family and friends of Alyssa. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

You are glorified in the servants you have called. With Martin Luther King Jr.,
give us bold trust in you. Even when it feels like a sharp sword or polished
arrow, give us courage to receive your call to repentance and racial justice.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

In every place and time, you have sanctified your people. We praise you for
the testimony of those who have died in the faith. Strengthen us as we wait
for the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power
revealed in Christ crucified. Amen.



