
WORSHIP READINGS 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
A. The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray together.  
C. Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, 

that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON:         ISAIAH 35:1-10 
  1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 

blossom; like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and 

Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those 

who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will 
come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 

 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 

unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 
speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and 

streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty 

ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass 
shall become reeds and rushes. 

 
8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall 

not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, 
shall go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up 

on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And 
the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

 R: Word of God, word of life.      C. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  (CAROLYN SINGS)       PSALM 146:5-10 
 

 
 
 



SECOND READING:       JAMES 5:7-10 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits 

for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the 
early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for 

the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, 
so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an 

example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 

 

R. The word of the Lord.   C. Thanks be to God. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A. As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 
yearns for new hope. 

A brief silence. 

 

A. Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global church to 
magnify your love and peace in every land. We pray for the work of the 
Lutheran World Federation and ELCA Global Mission. God, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 

A. Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have squandered 
and depleted. Make gardens flourish in cities and neighborhoods. Cleanse 
polluted air and water so living things may breathe, drink, and praise you. God, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
 
A. Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. Deliver 

all who are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations and peoples 
in conflict (regions in turmoil may be named). Help us pray for our enemies. 
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
A. Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress because 

of worry, illness, or loss especially Gayle, Joan, Laurie, David, Lynne, Robert, 
Kellie, Sharon, and Judy, Denny, Ellen, Fran, Keri, Arlene, Gliceria, Amy, Brian, 
Kay, Roger, Astro, Sandy, and Bill’s family. Strengthen and protect health care 
workers, rescue teams, crisis counselors, and all who risk themselves to keep 
others safe. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 



A. Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts as 
we gather with family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for whom this 
season is not happy. Console the grieving and surround them with loving 
support. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

A. Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with all the saints, 
that your mercy endures for all generations. Look with favor on those who 
have died and lead us to joyfully sing of your everlasting promises. God, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

A. God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 

 
 


