WORSHIP READINGS

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A. The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray together.

C. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture
our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: ISAIAH 11:1-10

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
°The spirit of the LorD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LoRD.
3His delight shall be in the fear of the LoRD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
>Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

6The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
’The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
°They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LorRD
as the waters cover the sea.

100n that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

R:  Word of God, word of life. C. Thanks be to God.



PSALM (CAROLYN SINGS) PSALM 72:1-7; 18-19
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SECOND READING: ROMANS 15:4-13

“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have

hope. >May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together
you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

’Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the
glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised
on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given
to the patriarchs, °and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his
mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,

and sing praises to your name”;
10and again he says,

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;
l1and again,

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,

and let all the peoples praise him”;
12and again Isaiah says,

“The root of Jesse shall come,

the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;

in him the Gentiles shall hope.”
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

R. The word of the Lord. C. Thanks be to God.



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A.

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that
yearns for new hope.

A brief silence.

A.

God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and
theologians (especially John of Damascus, whom we commemorate today).
Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and instruct your people.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will
be no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its
creatures. Restore to balance and wholeness what human greed has harmed.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who
will govern with equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers,
and public officials to protect the rights of those who cannot advocate for
themselves. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who
are exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and victims of human
trafficking. Provide safety and help to our neighbors without shelter, refugees,
and those fleeing violence. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us.
Nurture ministries of hospitality and care in this and every congregation (local
examples may be named). We pray for people who are homebound,
hospitalized, or separated from loved ones especially Gayle, Joan, Laurie,
David, Lynne, Robert, Kellie, Sharon, and Judy, Denny, Ellen, Fran, Keri, Arlene,
Gliceria, Amy, Brian, Kay, Roger, Astro, and Bill’s family. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give thanks
for their faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with them in
the joy of your eternal presence. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



A. God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.



