
WORSHIP READINGS 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
A. The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray together.  
C. O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We 

worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, 
reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON:         JEREMIAH 23:1-6 
1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 

the Lord. 2Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the 
shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, 

and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will 
attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. 3Then I myself will gather the 

remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will 
bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise 

up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any 

longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 5The days are 
surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 

who shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in 

safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our 
righteousness.” 
 

 R: Word of God, word of life.      C. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

PSALM  (CAROLYN SINGS)       PSALM 46 
 
 

 
 
SECOND READING:       COLOSSIANS 1:11-20 
6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep 
away from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the 

tradition that they received from us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought 
to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, 8and we did not eat 

anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night 

and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 9This was not because we do 



not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10For even 
when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work 

should not eat. 11For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere 
busybodies, not doing any work. 12Now such persons we command and exhort 

in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own 
living. 13Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 

 

R. The word of the Lord.   C. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A. United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 

 

A. We pray for your church. Embolden denominations and faith-based 
organizations in creative and collaborative ministries and increase our work for 
the sake of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

A. We pray for the earth. Protect waterways from pollution and animal habitats 
from destruction. Guide us in careful stewardship of waters, plant life, and 
animals. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
A. We pray for the nations of the world. Instill in every leader’s heart a desire for 

justice and peace. Support the work of international collaborations that seek 
the goals of health and joy for all people especially Gayle, Joan, Laurie, David, 
Lynne, Robert, Kellie, Sharon, and Judy, Denny, Ellen, Fran, Keri, Arlene, 
Gliceria, Amy, Brian, Kay, Roger, and Astro. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

 
A. We pray for all who are undermined or oppressed. Amplify the voices of the 

unheard and break open stubborn systems of injustice. Bring about your 
righteousness and fill us all with your redeeming light. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 
A. We pray for this assembly. Guide our pastors, and council members in 

discernment, and nurture new leaders with fresh ideas. Give this congregation 
a spirit of discipleship and service. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



A. We give thanks for all who have died in the faith. Console us who mourn and 
comfort us with the beautiful promise of life in your kingdom. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

A. Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 


