WORSHIP READINGS

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A. The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray together.

C. Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of
faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those
who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: DANIEL 7:1-3, 15-18

1In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions
of his head as he lay in bed. Then he wrote down the dream: 2I, Daniel, saw in
my vision by night the four winds of heaven stirring up the great sea, 3and four
great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another.

15As for me, Daniel, my spirit was troubled within me, and the visions of my
head terrified me. I approached one of the attendants to ask him the truth
concerning all this. So he said that he would disclose to me the interpretation of
the matter: 17"As for these four great beasts, four kings shall arise out of the
earth. 18But the holy ones of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and
possess the kingdom forever—forever and ever.”

R:  Word of God, word of life. C. Thanks be to God.

PSALM (CAROLYN SINGS) PSALM 149
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Sing  the LORD's praise in the as- sem - bly  of the faith-ful.

Psalm 149:]
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.



SECOND READING: EPHESIANS 1:11-23

11Tn Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his
counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ,
might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were
marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our
inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

15T have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the
saints, and for this reason 1°I do not cease to give thanks for you as I
remember you in my prayers. /I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come
to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know
what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, °and what is the immeasurable greatness of his
power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 2°God
put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, ?!far above all rule and authority
and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this
age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and
has made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all in all.

R. The word of the Lord. C. Thanks be to God.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A. United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world.

A brief silence.

A. Holy One, your church rests on the faithful who came before us. Give bishops,
pastors, deacons, and lay leaders the will to carry the church forward and
discern your will for the future. Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

A. Holy One, the earth is yours and all that dwells within it. Care for places
ravaged by natural disasters (especially). Quell raging fires and halt destruction
caused by flooding. Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.



Holy One, you raise up leaders to guide your people. Kindle in them a passion
to care for others, a desire to seek the common good, and the courage to love
their enemies. Lord in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Holy One, you bless those who are poor, hungry, and reviled. Provide food,
housing, and security to all who are vulnerable or in crisis. May those who
have more than enough give generously. Lord, in your mercy, receive our
prayer.

Holy One, hold us in community with one another. Nurture a spirit of
abundant hospitality and intentional inclusion among us, welcoming the gifts
of adults and children. Inspire creative visions for our life together. Lord, in
your mercy, receive our prayer.

Holy One, we remember in thanksgiving all those who have died. Dorothy
Vollmer, Joan Stewart, Donna Mann, Judy Sweeney, Lillian Detzel, Lucille
Wisinski, Gladys Archaki, Erika Rapela, Richard “Uncle Bud” Stone, Uncle Bud
Bromley, and John Honecker. Wipe away our tears and comfort us with the
promise of everlasting life in you. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



