WORSHIP READINGS

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A. The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray together.

C. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in
every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your
word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: JEREMIAH 31:31-34

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was
their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall
be my people. 3*No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other,
“Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin
no more.

R:  Word of God, word of life. C. Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING: ROMANS 3:19-28

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under
the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be
held accountable to God. 2%For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by
deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and
is attested by the law and the prophets, %2the righteousness of God through
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 2%they are now justified by his
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 2>°whom God put
forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did
this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed
over the sins previously committed; 2°it was to prove at the present time that
he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

2’Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of
works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by
faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

R. The word of the Lord. C. Thanks be to God.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A. In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s
creation.

A brief silence.

A. God our fortress, we pray for the church. Write your law of love on the hearts
of your people, that we remain steadfast in our witness to your grace. Hear us
O God. Your mercy is great.

A. God our liberator, we pray for your earth. Bring new life to overused land and
contaminated rivers. Reform and reorient our relationship with the
environment, that we faithfully care for all of your creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

A. God, our refuge and strength, we pray for the nations. Where they are in an
uproar, bring wise leadership and comfort for those in distress. Make wars to
cease and peace to enter every land. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A. God, our very present help in trouble, we pray for those in need. Show mercy
to refugees and all fleeing from danger. Shelter any without homes. Calm all



who are facing illness, surgery, or a new diagnosis especially Gayle Matthis,
Joan Wheeler, Laurie Sanders, David Roberts, Lynne Schrimper, Robert
Schlaufman, Kellie Montifiori, Sharon Hetrick, and Judy Crissman, Denny
Sanders, Ellen Stevens, Fran Moriarty, Keri Schmidt, Arlene Rick, Gliceria
Conuel, Amy Nupp, Brian Boam, Kay Knobloch, and Roger Seman. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

God our redeemer, we pray for our congregation. Bless all who are preparing
for baptism or affirmation of baptism. Open their hearts to your Holy Spirit,
teach them your word, and give them courage to proclaim their faith. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.

God our stronghold, we give thanks for those who have gone before us in
faith, especially Martin Luther and all reformers. Renew and reform us as we
strive to continue in your word. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O
God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



