WORSHIP READINGS

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A. The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray together.

C. Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlasting forgiveness.
Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all the peoples of the earth may find their
glory in you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: GENESIS 32:22-31

’Although our iniquities testify against us,
act, O LorD, for your name’s sake;
our apostasies indeed are many,
and we have sinned against you.
80 hope of Israel,
its savior in time of trouble,
why should you be like a stranger in the land,
like a traveler turning aside for the night?
°Why should you be like someone confused,
like a mighty warrior who cannot give help?
Yet you, O LORD, are in the midst of us,
and we are called by your name;
do not forsake us!

10Thus says the LORD concerning this people:
Truly they have loved to wander,

they have not restrained their feet;
therefore the LORD does not accept them,

now he will remember their iniquity

and punish their sins.

19Have you completely rejected Judah?
Does your heart loathe Zion?
Why have you struck us down
so that there is no healing for us?
We look for peace, but find no good;
for a time of healing, but there is terror instead.
20We acknowledge our wickedness, O LORD,
the iniquity of our ancestors,
for we have sinned against you.
21Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake;
do not dishonor your glorious throne;
remember and do not break your covenant with us



22Can any idols of the nations bring rain?
Or can the heavens give showers?

Is it not you, O LoRD our God?
We set our hope on you,
for it is you who do all this.

R:  Word of God, word of life. C. Thanks be to God.

PSALM (CAROLYN SINGS) PSALM 84:1-7
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Psalm 84:5
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psaller for Worship Year € © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

SECOND READING: 2 TIMOTHY 4:6-8, 16-18
6As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my
departure has come. “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I
have kept the faith. 8From now on there is reserved for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day,
and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

16At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it
not be counted against them! 1/But the Lord stood by me and gave me
strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the
Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 8The Lord will
rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To
him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

R. The word of the Lord. C. Thanks be to God.



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A. In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s
creation.

A brief silence.

A. God of mercy, you are in the midst of us and we are called by your name.
Inspire your church to serve and love all people with the unceasing grace you
extend to us. Hear us O God. Your mercy is great.

A. God of all creation, you formed a world where even the sparrow finds a home.
Preserve the beauty and diversity of all creatures with whom we share the
earth. Lead us to protect all living things. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A. God of peace, you are an ever-present help in time of trouble. Rescue families
and nations torn apart by violence and warfare (especially). Unite all people
toward common goals of reconciliation and peace for every person. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

A. God of hope, you stand with the suffering and give strength. Comfort your
people filled with fear or anger, anxiety or shame. Bring healing to all who are
sick in body, mind, or spirit especially Gayle Matthis, Joan Wheeler, Laurie
Sanders, David Roberts, Lynne Schrimper, Robert Schlaufman, Kellie
Montifiori, Sharon Hetrick, and Judy Crissman, Denny Sanders, Ellen Stevens,
Fran Moriarty, Keri Schmidt, Arlene Rick, Gliceria Conuel, Amy Nupp, Brian
Boam, Kay Knobloch, and Roger Seman. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A. God of restoration, you call us to trust in you and not ourselves alone. Make
this congregation a community of humility and repentance, ready to
encounter you in love and follow in your ways. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

A. God of eternal life, to you be the glory forever. We give you thanks for (James
of Jerusalem and) all who have fought the good fight, finished the race, kept
the faith, and now live with you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

A. With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O
God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



