WORSHIP READINGS

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A. The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray together.

C. Almighty and most merciful God, your bountiful goodness fills all creation. Keep us safe
from all that may hurt us, that, whole and well in body and spirit, we may with grateful
hearts accomplish all that you would have us do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: 2 KINGS 5:1-3, 7-15c

INaaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in
high favor with his master, because by him the LorD had given victory to Aram.
The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy. 2Now the Arameans
on one of their raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and
she served Naaman’s wife. 3She said to her mistress, “If only my lord were with
the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” “When the
king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, "Am I God, to give
death or life, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just
look and see how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me.”

8But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his
clothes, he sent a message to the king, "Why have you torn your clothes? Let
him come to me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.” °So
Naaman came with his horses and chariots, and halted at the entrance of
Elisha’s house. °Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go, wash in the
Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored and you shall be
clean.” 11But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, “I thought that for
me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the LORD his
God, and would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy! 12Are not
Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of
Israel? Could I not wash in them, and be clean?” He turned and went away in a
rage. 13But his servants approached and said to him, “Father, if the prophet had
commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have done it? How
much more, when all he said to you was, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14So he went
down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word
of the man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he
was clean.

15a-cThen he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he came
and stood before him and said, "Now I know that there is no God in all the
earth except in Israel.”

R:  Word of God, word of life. C. Thanks be to God.



PSALM (CAROLYN SINGS) PSALM 111
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I will give thanks, | will give thanks to the
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LorD  with my whole heart.
SECOND READING: 2 TIMOTHY 2:8-15

8Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David—that is my
gospel, °for which | suffer hardship, even to the point of being chained like a criminal.
But the word of God is not chained. °Therefore | endure everything for the sake of
the elect, so that they may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with
eternal glory. 'The saying is sure:

If we have died with him, we will also live with him;

12if we endure, we will also reign with him;

if we deny him, he will also deny us;

BBif we are faithless, he remains faithful—

for he cannot deny himself.

14Remind them of this, and warn them before God that they are to avoid wrangling
over words, which does no good but only ruins those who are listening. *>Do your
best to present yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker who has no need
to be ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth.

R. The word of the Lord. C. Thanks be to God.



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A.

In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s
creation.

A brief silence.

A.

Gracious God, we give you thanks for bishops, pastors, and deacons (church
leaders may be named). Inspire leaders of the church to proclaim your mighty
deeds, that your saving faith may be known to all. Hear us O God. Your mercy
is great.

Majestic God, we give you thanks for land and water, seedtime and harvest.
Break down boundaries we construct between ourselves and the rest of your
creation. Bring renewal and restoration to places affected by pollution and
deforestation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Mighty God, we give you thanks for those in our community, nation, and world
who work for justice and peace. Guide those who govern to act on behalf of
those marginalized by race, ethnicity, or religion. Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.

Merciful God, we give you thanks that you hear the cries of those in need.
Restore to community those who are stigmatized by illness, feel rejected, or
who live in isolation. Send healing to all who suffer especially Gayle Matthis,
Joan Wheeler, Laurie Sanders, David Roberts, Lynne Schrimper, Robert
Schlaufman, Kellie Montifiori, Sharon Hetrick, and Judy Crissman, Denny
Sanders, Ellen Stevens, Fran Moriarty, Keri Schmidt, Arlene Rick, Gliceria
Conuel, Amy Nupp, Brian Boam, Kay Knobloch, and Roger Seman. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Faithful God, we give you thanks for the healing ministries of this
congregation. Equip those who visit, care, and pray for the sick (especially).
Give insight to doctors, nurses, home health aides, and all practitioners of
medical arts. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Eternal God, we give you thanks for your faithful people who have gone before
us to your glory. Renew our trust in your eternal promises of mercy,
redemption, and new life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O
God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



