WORSHIP READINGS

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A. The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray together.

C. O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who
go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is
contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: EXODUS 32:7-14

’The Lord said to Moses, “"Go down at once! Your people, whom you
brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been
quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for
themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and
said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!"” °The Lord said to Moses, "I have seen this people, how stiff-necked
they are. 1°Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and
I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.”

11But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your
wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt
with great power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It
was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and
to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath;
change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own
self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven,
and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they
shall inherit it forever.”” 1And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster
that he planned to bring on his people.

R:  Word of God, word of life. C.  Thanks be to God.

PSALM (CAROLYN SINGS) PSALM 51:1-10

Have mer- cy on me, O God, ac-cord-ing to your stead - fast love.

Psalm 51:1
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.



SECOND READING: 1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17
12| am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful
and appointed me to his service, 3even though | was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a
man of violence. But | received mercy because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief, *and the grace of
our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 1>The saying is sure and
worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom | am the
foremost. 1But for that very reason | received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ
might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in
him for eternal life. 1’To the Sovereign of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and
glory forever and ever. Amen.

R. The word of the Lord. C. Thanks be to God.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A. As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our

prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.

A brief silence.

A. Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill your church with faith
and love, and give understanding hearts to those who work to strengthen our ecumenical
and interreligious commitments. God of grace, hear our prayer.

A. Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill your church with faith
and love, and give understanding hearts to those who work to strengthen our ecumenical
and interreligious commitments. God of grace, hear our prayer.

A. Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of care. As the seasons
change, renew in us the will to protect plants, animals, and habitats. Bless us with bountiful
harvests that all may share. God of grace, hear our prayer.

A. Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in your mercy. Teach wisdom to
our elected leaders so that we know peace in our world, peace in our homes, and peace in
our hearts. God of grace, hear our prayer.

A. Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out those who are lost
or lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with addiction or illness. Provide for those in
any need especially Gayle Matthis, Joan Wheeler, Laurie Sanders, David Roberts, Lynne
Schrimper, Robert Schlaufman, Kellie Montifiori, Sharon Hetrick, and Judy Crissman, Denny
Sanders, Ellen Stevens, Fran Moriarty, Keri Schmidt, Arlene Rick, Gliceria Conuel, Phyllis
Seggi, Amy Nupp, and Brian Boam. God of grace, hear our prayer.

A. Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices, minds, and hearts. Build
up the ministries of this community (local ministries and partnerships may be named), that
we serve our neighbors and welcome the stranger in your name. God of grace, hear our
prayer.



Your blessed saints who have died now rest in your presence. Give us thankful hearts for
those who have been examples of faith in our lives, and receive us with joy when we come
to share eternal life with you. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these
and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.



