WORSHIP READINGS

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A. The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray together.

C. God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our
feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed
in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: AMOS 8:4-7

“Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
>saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the
sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale? We will make the ephah small and the
shekel great, and practice deceit with false balances, ®buying the poor for silver and
the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”

'The Lorp has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely | will never forget any of their
deeds.

R:  Word of God, word of life. C. Thanks be to God.
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The Lorp  lifts up the poor from the ash - es.
Psalm 113:7
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SECOND READING: 1 TIMOTHY 2:1-7

IFirst of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
be made for everyone, *for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may
lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, *who desires everyone to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth. °For there is one God; there is also one
mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, ®who gave
himself a ransom for all —this was attested at the right time.”For this | was
appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, | am not lying), a teacher of
the Gentiles in faith and truth.

R. The word of the Lord. C. Thanks be to God.



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A.

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us
gather our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good
creation.

A brief silence.

A.

God our Savior, you keep your church in faith and truth. Accompany those
preparing for baptism or affirmation of baptism. Enlighten preachers, teachers,
seminarians, and all those who share your good news with the world. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Divine teacher, you instruct your children to be responsible stewards of your
creation. Show us how best to care for the earth and its resources, and guide
those who work to develop sustainable practices. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

Ruler of the nations, you direct those in authority. Give leaders wisdom and
compassion so that all may live in peace. Inspire public servants to follow the
example of courageous leaders and safeguard the dignity of each person. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

Helper of the needy, you lift up those who are oppressed. Breathe justice into
economic and social systems that perpetuate poverty and hunger. Sustain
food ministries, clothing banks, and emergency shelters. God of grace, hear
our prayer.

Sustainer and giver of life, you bless this congregation with abundance.
Instruct us in the proper and faithful use of wealth and resources, that we
share generously. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of glory, you gather your saints around your throne. Keep us thankful for
the witness of those who have gone before us (especially), and bring us with
them to the heavenly feast that has no end. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God,
we offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.



