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Prayer of the Day 

O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the 
promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may walk safely 
through the wilderness of this world toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
The annual harvest festival, called the Feast of Weeks, provides the setting for this reading. This festival 
celebrates the first fruits of the produce of the land offered back to God in thanks. In this text, worshipers 
announce God’s gracious acts on behalf of Israel. 

1When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an 
inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2you shall take some of the 
first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that the LORD your 
God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that 
the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3You shall go to the priest 
who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the LORD your God 
that I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give 
us.” 4When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the 
altar of the LORD your God, 5you shall make this response before the LORD your God: 
“A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as 
an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and 
populous. 6When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard 
labor on us, 7we cried to the LORD, the God of our ancestors; the LORD heard our 
voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8The LORD brought us out 
of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of 
power, and with signs and wonders; 9and he brought us into this place and gave us 
this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10So now I bring the first of the fruit of 
the ground that you, O LORD, have given me.” You shall set it down before 
the LORD your God and bow down before the LORD your God. 11Then you, together 
with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the 
bounty that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house. 
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Second Reading: Romans 10:8b-13 
Paul reminds the Christians at Rome of the foundation of their creed, the confession of faith in the risen 
Christ as Lord. 

 8b“The word is near you, 
  on your lips and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses 
with the mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him 
will be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same 
Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, “Everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

Gospel: Luke 4:1-13 
After being filled with the Holy Spirit at his baptism, Jesus is led in the wilderness. Through his responses to 
the temptations of the devil, he defines what it means to be called “the Son of God.” 

1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in 
the wilderness, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at 
all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. 3The devil said to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of 
bread.” 4Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’ ” 
  5Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the 
world. 6And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this 
authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7If you, 
then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8Jesus answered him, “It is written, 
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
  and serve only him.’ ” 
  9Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from 
here, 10for it is written, 
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
  to protect you,’ 
11and 
 ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
  so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
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12Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 13When 
the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time. 

Prayers of Intercession 
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and 
all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church. Sharpen its proclamation of the word so that your people 
learn to reject voices of deception and distraction. Strengthen all who are tempted to 
believe lies about themselves or others. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for the earth and all its creatures. Protect wilderness places and all plant and 
animal species that call them home. Sustain farmers and all laborers who work the 
land and harvest the fruits of its abundance. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for the nations of the world. Awaken elected leaders and government 
officials to the needs of those who are oppressed and grant them compassion to deal 
mercifully with immigrants and refugees who reside among us. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for those in need. Rescue those experiencing mental illness or contending 
with addiction. Ease the anxiety of those who live with dementia. Command your 
angels concerning all who are sick (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for this assembly. Bless those who bake bread and prepare the table for our 
communion celebration. Accompany those who share the bounty of this meal with 
those who are homebound or hospitalized. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, our Bishops Elizabeth 
and Michael, the Erie Lutheran Parish, our rostered leaders, the people of St. John’s, 
and our mission and ministry. Merciful God,  
receive our prayer. 
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We thank you for your joy that fills us, your comfort for those struggling with grief 
and despair, your nurturing of those who are lonely or isolated, and your sustaining of 
those who are hurting in body or spirit: Gayle Matthis, Joan Wheeler, DustiRose 
Richards, Laurie Sanders, Lynn Schrimper, Jeff LaLonde, Robert Schlaufman, Kellie 
Montifiori, Ryan Meyers, Sami D., Audrey Boam, Richard D., Joe Crilley, Jamey 
Price, Ken Marshall, Judy Crissman, Amanda VanLoon, Sharon Hetrick and Michelle 
Malone; For effective treatments with minimal side effects for those undergoing 
treatment of cancer including Bishop Michael Lozano, Phyllis Seggi, Pastor Ken 
Larson, Denny Sanders, Lee S., Janie G., Karen B., Norm S., Tony Paggio, Ellen 
Stevens, Vicki Hanson, Edward Scarpitti, Beaty Emch, Ruth Stiles, Barb Clark, Kris 
Taylor, Admiral Brent Scott, Gerrie Sellers, Katrina, John Honecker, Becky, and 
Nicole C.; For those suffering from anxiety and depression; For the newly pregnant 
and those struggling with infertility and loss; For those who find themselves 
unemployed, underemployed, or malemployed. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For what else do the People of St. John’s pray? (other petitions can be added here). 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer.  

We give thanks for those who have died (especially). Gather them with all the saints 
into your heavenly dwelling place. Encourage us with the promise that all who call 
upon your name are saved. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 


