February 20th, 2022 7 Epiphany Year C

Prayer of the Day

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may
sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O
divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, Joseph reveals himself to them. Now the
second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph reassures his brothers that God has used their evil intentions for good
to preserve life during a devastating famine, and Joseph forgives them.

3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers
could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

*Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He
said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. >And now do not be
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me
before you to preserve life. *For the famine has been in the land these two years; and
there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. ’"God
sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you
many survivors. ¥So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a
father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of
Egypt. "Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph,
God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. '°You shall
settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and
your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. ''I
will provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so
that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.”” °And
he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with
him.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

In the Apostles’ Creed, we speak of the “resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.” Using the
metaphor of a planted seed and the story of Adam, Paul preaches passionately about the mystery of
following Christ’s perfect life into eternity.

3>But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they
come?” *Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. *’And as for what
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you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or
of some other grain. *But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of
seed its own body.

280 it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is
raised is imperishable. **It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power. *It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual
body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. “Thus it is written,
“The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving
spirit. “But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the
spiritual. ’The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from
heaven. ¥*As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man
of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. *Just as we have borne the image of the
man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.

S%What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

Gospel: Luke 6:27-38

Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers to shower radical love, blessing,
forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies and outsiders. Living in harmony with God’s intent brings
the reward of overflowing blessing.

[Jesus said:] 7“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, ®bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. °If anyone
strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your
coat do not withhold even your shirt. **Give to everyone who begs from you; and if
anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. *'Do to others as you
would have them do to you.

32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners
love those who love them. ¥If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit
is that to you? For even sinners do the same. **If you lend to those from whom you
hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as
much again. **But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return.
Y our reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind
to the ungrateful and the wicked. **Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; ¥give, and it will be given to you. A
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good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap;
for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

Prayers of Intercession
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for
the church, the world, and all that God has made.

A brief silence.

You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike. Encourage your church to
follow the leading of your love, especially when it is risky or difficult. Help us to
show mercy just as we have first received mercy. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until it is time to bloom again. Bless farmers
and all who cultivate fields and urban gardens. Give favorable weather for planting.
Bring forth from buried seed an abundant harvest, and guard against famine and
disease. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an abundance of peace. Protect
all whose lives are marred by war and civil unrest. Release political prisoners and
amplify the voices that challenge us to seek forgiveness and pursue nonviolence. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

Y our people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for forgiveness. Mend
broken relationships. Heal bodies that suffer chronic pain or illness. Strengthen and
deliver all whose spirits are troubled (especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one another and to resolve
conflicts with humility and patience. Bless families of all shapes and sizes, and show
love to those who are lonely or grieving. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Let us pray for our Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, our Bishops Elizabeth
and Michael, the Erie Lutheran Parish, our rostered leaders, the people of St. John’s,
and our mission and ministry. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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We thank you for your joy that fills us, your comfort for those struggling with grief
and despair, your nurturing of those who are lonely or isolated, and your sustaining of
those who are hurting in body or spirit: Gayle Matthis, Joan Wheeler, DustiRose
Richards, Laurie Sanders, Lynn Schrimper, Jeff Lal.onde, Robert Schlaufman, Kellie
Montifiori, Ryan Meyers, Sami D., Audrey Boam, Richard D., Joe Crilley, Jamey
Price, Ken Marshall, Judy Crissman, Amanda VanLoon, Sharon Hetrick and Michelle
Malone; For effective treatments with minimal side effects for those undergoing
treatment of cancer including Bishop Michael Lozano, Phyllis Seggi, Pastor Ken
Larson, Denny Sanders, Lee S., Janie G., Karen B., Norm S., Tony Paggio, Ellen
Stevens, Vicki Hanson, Edward Scarpitti, Beaty Emch, Ruth Stiles, Barb Clark, Kris
Taylor, Admiral Brent Scott, Gerrie Sellers, Katrina, John Honecker, Becky, and
Nicole C.; For those suffering from anxiety and depression; For the newly pregnant
and those struggling with infertility and loss; For those who find themselves
unemployed, underemployed, or malemployed. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

For what else do the People of St. John’s pray? (other petitions can be added here).
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of your kingdom
(especially). As you have raised them to imperishable and eternal life, sustain us in
faith by the promise of resurrection. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our
prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.



